








The triple burden and discrimination imposed by the oppressive structures of caste – patriarchy - 
class heavily weighed on the dalit women agricultural labourers and continued without any
resistance. 

SuchSuch  systemic oppression needed something more than slogans that one heard at the turn of the 
millennium, when several Dalit groups  in the country were gearing up to put caste onto the global 
map of discrimination in the upcoming Durban Conference  in 2000.   It required a form of resistance 
to emerge from within the dalit community to confront gender based injustice within and caste-
gender based injustice in the larger society. 

At such a juncture, a small social experiment started in and around an insigniöcant village called 
Pothnal in Manvi taluk of Raichur district in 1999. Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan (Conscientised 
Women’s Collective) is a story of a social experiment aimed at catalysing the birth of a grassroots 
Dalit women’s voice to resist and counter the hegemonies of caste, class and gender.  The two-
pronged strategy that guided the process was - sangharsh (struggle) for rights and navnirman 
(reconstruction, re-creation) for dignity.  Through a process of social mobilisation and collectivisa-
tion, interrogation of the structures of oppression, using organised power to confront head on 
violence related to caste and gender, the Madiga women have battled an uphill struggle for justice, 
equality and dignity. 

The Madiga women have come a long way from being unable to sit even for an hour at the sangha 
meetings to entering the thresholds of gram panchayat to demand their entitlements, obtaining 
bank loans for their collective activities, monitoring local PHCs and anganwadis and importantly 
raising a strong, collective voice against violence. 

TheThe sixteen year journey from being ‘unorganised Madiga women agricultural labourers’   to be-
coming  Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatane(JMS) , can be described as a social experiment of moving with 
the community at their own pace ushering in processes to increase their ownership and control 
over the very processes of this social experiment.   

This photo book is an attempt to capture some glimpses of JMS’s journey – the collective of Dalit 
Madiga women agricultural labourers, moments from their lives and struggles, their journey of 
sangharsh and navnirman (struggle and reconstruction) which has continued for a decade and a 
half...
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